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Why intellectual 
property?

  
In the past few years, the term “Intellectual 

Property” has become something of a 
buzzword. With the rise in intellectual 

property concerns, a rise in the demand 
for experts to help companies protect 

their intellectual property has followed. 
Lincoln Law has a variety of programs to 
meet the needs of IP professionals, no 

matter where you are on your career path.
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Our Programs.
Lincoln Law School of San Jose is 
distinguished in its focus on intellectual 
property (IP) curriculum coupled with an 
opportunity to interact directly with the 
USPTO through the Lincoln IP Clinic. Our 
flexible online programs are designed for 
the modern student:  

● Self-paced online curriculum
● Weekly live Zoom meetings with professors to 

delve deeper
● Practical, hands on approach to IP law
● Focus options: Students choose between the 

Patent Track or the Soft IP Track (trademarks, 
copyrights, and trade secrets) for each 
program.

● Capstone options: Students can participate in 
the Lincoln IP Clinic (working directly with the 
USPTO) or can choose to complete a Master’s 
Thesis (for law journal submission).
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Patent Agent Certificate Program
Interested in working with the USPTO on behalf of yourself or 
clients? Students who choose the Patent Track will learn how 
to draft and prosecute patents and will be prepared to take 
the Patent Bar Exam. Students who choose the Soft IP Track 
will learn trademark prosecution, as well as become versed 
in copyrights and IP litigation. 
● 11 units of legal education over 1 year 
● $10,000

Master of Laws (LL.M.) in IP
Law firms and corporations are looking for attorneys who 
offer a mix of IP, technology, and transactional business 
knowledge to provide legal services. Set yourself apart by 
earning an LL.M. in IP. This program for lawyers offers a deep 
exploration of the nuances of IP law.
● 20 units of legal education over 1 year 
● $15,000

Masters of Legal Studies (M.L.S.) in IP
Are you ready to expand your career and become an IP 
professional? This program for non-lawyers provides a 
general legal education and a deeper understanding of IP 
laws related to patents, trademarks, copyrights, and trade 
secrets. Patent Track students are also prepared to take the 
Patent Bar Exam.
● 33 units of legal education over 2 years 
● $20,000

Master Class and a la carte options also available. 
Learn more at www.lincolnlawschool.edu. 

Or contact us at (408) 977-7227 or 
admissions@lincolnlawschool.edu.
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PATENT
 

SOFT IP

2 Focus Tracks

vs

Every IP program at Lincoln Law has two options for the program’s 
Focus: a first focusing on patents, and a second focusing on soft IP 
such as trademarks, copyrights, and trade secrets.

Students who choose the Patent Track will learn how to draft and 
prosecute patents and will be prepared to take the Patent Bar 
Exam. 

Students who choose the Soft IP Track will learn trademark 
prosecution, as well as become versed in copyrights and IP 
litigation. 
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Making the Distinction

Patents

Patents protect people’s ideas relating to physical things - innovations 
and emergent technologies. The attorneys who practice patent law are 
required to have science and engineering degrees in order to give them 
the background they need to able to represent the products. Being able 
accurately and specifically describe the new technology is critical in the 
success of a patent attorney. The more detailed and technical the 
description of the innovation, the better it will protect against other 
inventors copying the technology.

Trademarks

Trademarks protect names. Everyone is familiar with the little “TM” in a 
circle near well-known names like McDonald's or Sprite. Companies who 
have created a brand do not want other companies to use their name 
and confusing consumers. If someone tries to use a brand name without 
permission, Trademark Attorneys send “Cease and Desist” letters 
requiring them to stop. Trademark attorneys are not required to have a 
science or engineering background to practice intellectual property law 
as it relates to trademarks.



Lincoln Law - Intellectual Property Studies
2021-22 Course Catalog

What is the 
Intellectual Property Clinic?

Located in the heart of San Jose, the Lincoln Law IP Clinic offers 
students direct hands-on experience with the local USPTO satellite 
office in completing pro-bono client work for both patent and 
trademarks. The IP Clinic is one of only a limited number of patent and 
trademark clinics nationally, and in fact, is the first in Silicon Valley. 

Students are prepared for the IP Clinic in a process similar to the 
USPTO training program through a series of comprehensive 
pre-requisites. Once in the IP Clinic, students will work under the 
direction and supervision of an attorney or licensed patent agent 
to file and prosecute patent and trademark applications. The IP 
Clinic provides students with the opportunity to work with professors, 
inventors, businesses, and other local entities. Additionally, continuing 
students have the ability to work on their own projects of choice 
through the IP Clinic Mentoring program.
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IP CLINIC
 

MASTER’S THESIS

2 Capstone Tracks

vs

Every IP program at Lincoln Law has two options for the program’s 
capstone: a first focusing on clinical experience, and a second 
focusing on a master’s thesis project.

The IP clinic experience track includes participation in the patent 
or trademark clinics at Lincoln Law School, where students are 
trained on patent and trademark services, and, in turn, provide 
services for free to clients that are accepted into the clinic. The 
clinic experience track allows for students to be mentored 
one‐on‐one with an active practitioner.

The master’s thesis project track includes research and 
preparation of a research paper focusing on a subject associated 
with intellectual property. The master’s thesis project track allows 
for students to be mentored one‐on‐one with faculty member 
and an opportunity of law journal publication.
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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
Business Management of IP Part 1: The course contains three main modules, 
including: 1) capturing IP: intake procedures on receiving IP (disclosures, 
conferences); 2) Protecting IP: where do you register IP? (including international 
considerations); and 3) Budgeting IP: how do you get the biggest value for costs 
incurred? 

Business Management of IP Part 2: The course contains three main modules, 
including: 1) Managing IP: management of the intersection of legal, operations 
(including licensing/contractual agreements), and business (including strategies 
to prevent competition or imitating products); 2) Commercializing IP: review of 
corporate vehicles that can be used to assert, negotiation techniques for 
licensing, reviewing contractual agreements, and reviewing common checklists 
used before engaging in any activity (clearance checks, freedom to operate 
studies, ownership, etc.)negotiating licensing and contractual agreements; and 3) 
Exiting IP: transfer of ownership, management of licenses and cross‐licenses, 
management of trade secrets.

Comparative Patent Law of EPO & US Part 1: This course contains eight main 
modules, including: 1) Basics (terms, background, history) of Patent Law in 
Europe; 2) The organization of the EPO; 3) an overview of the Patent Protection 
requirements; 4) an analysis of novelty and inventive step requirements under 
the EPC; and 5) a summary of sufficiency and added matter requirements at the 
EPO. This course accommodates students who want to pursue a career in 
intellectual property law, as well as those students who simply want an 
introduction to intellectual property law and practices. A technical background is 
not required.
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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS CONT.
Data Privacy & Security Part 1: The course contains three main modules, 
including: 1) an introduction to privacy; 2) an introduction to data; 3) Regulations 
around data and privacy, including industry specific regulations; This course 
accommodates students who want to pursue a career in data security and 
privacy law, those who wish to pursue CPPP certification, those who want to 
pursue a career in an industry that has specific privacy regulations, as well as 
those students who simply want an introduction to data security and privacy law 
and practices. A technical background is not required. 

Intellectual Property Strategy: The course contains three main modules, 
including: 1) historical underpinnings of intellectual property; 2) use of 
intellectual property, including an analysis of the practical realities of the role 
intellectual property plays in all stages of a company’s life from the start‐up 
phase all to dissolution or reorganization; and 3) monetization of intellectual 
property, including methods to derive value from intellectual property portfolios 
(with an emphasis on patent portfolios). 

Introduction to American Legal System (2 units): This course introduces 
students to the American legal system from its historical origins to its present 
state. Topics include: historical basis, context, and philosophical origins; the U.S. 
Constitution; the common law system; federalism; dual sovereignty; and the 
administrative state. Students will leave the course with a solid understanding of 
the American legal system and its similarities/differences with legal systems 
around the world.

Introduction to Intellectual Property: This course provides an introduction to 
intellectual property law and practices. The course contains four main modules, 
including: 1) an introduction to intellectual property and an analysis of patents; 2) 
an analysis of copyrights; 3) an analysis of trademarks; and 4) an analysis of trade 
secrets. 



Lincoln Law - Intellectual Property Studies
2021-22 Course Catalog

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS CONT.
Introduction to Patent Clinic: This course is a prerequisite for the Patent 
Clinic. The course contains three main modules, including: 1) an introduction to 
the intellectual property (IP) clinic; 2) IP topics; and 3) patent clinic. 

Introduction to Thesis/Capstone Preparation: This course introduces 
students to the thesis/capstone project necessary to complete the master's 
program. Instruction focuses on effectively and concisely conveying research 
when speaking and writing. Students will leave the course with a well-defined 
research topic for their thesis/capstone project and ready to begin research and 
writing during the thesis/capstone course.

Introduction to Trademark Clinic: This course accommodates students who 
want to pursue a career in intellectual property law, as well as those students 
who simply want an introduction to intellectual property law and practices. This 
course is a prerequisite for the IP Clinic. A technical background is not required. 
The course contains three main modules, including: 1) an introduction to the 
intellectual property (IP) clinic; 2) IP topics; and 3) Trademark Clinic.

IP Clinic Mentoring: The course pairs a student up with an active patent 
practitioner to mentor the student’s work. The work may be based on client work 
from the Clinic at LLSSJ, or may be based on personal work from the student. This 
course accommodates students who want to pursue a career in intellectual 
property law. A technical background is not required.

Legal Professionalism: The course focuses on preparing students to enter the 
legal profession and act like a lawyer. The course contains five main modules 
covering: 1) law firm interactions; 2) client interactions ; 3) court interactions; 4) 
management of law practice; and 5) other legal practice strategies.
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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS CONT.
Master’s Thesis / Capstone (3 units): Students will continue developing their 
research, writing, and oral communication skills while preparing their 
thesis/capstone project for completion. A key focus will be on targeting specific 
publications for submission as students should leave the course with publishable 
material. A secondary focus will involve preparing a short CLE presentation about 
their research (separate from the thesis/capstone defense).

Patent Application Drafting Part 1: In this course we will take a practical 
approach to understanding how different types of intellectual property 
interconnect, how prosecution may affect drafting, and how there are multiple 
approaches and styles to each section of a patent application. By the end of the 
course, you will be prepared to begin the drafting process with intention.

Patent Application Drafting Part 2: In this course we will be drafting a patent 
application through incremental steps. These steps will start from understanding 
an invention disclosure all the way through drafting an entire application. We will 
focus on how to develop a foundation and road map for an application so you 
can draft with intention to create a cohesive patent application. By the end of the 
course, you will have written a patent application from scratch. The goal is to 
draft in a manner that you can replicate for any patent application and any 
invention disclosure.

Patent Bar Review Part 1: The course focuses on preparing for the patent bar 
exam. It is part one of three part series. The course contains three modules, 
including: 1) an overview of the patent bar; 2) an overview of the exam; and 3) an 
introduction to MPEP chapter reviews.
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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS CONT.
Patent Bar Review Part 2: The course focuses on preparing for the patent bar 
exam. It is part two of three part series. The course focuses on review of most of 
the chapters of the MPEP. This course accommodates students who want to 
pursue a career in intellectual property law and prepare to take the patent bar. A 
technical background is required. Prerequisite for the course is “Patent Bar 
Preparation Part 1.”

Patent Bar Review Part 3: The course focuses on preparing for the patent bar 
exam. It is part three of three part series. The course contains three modules, 
including: 1) final topics of the MPEP; 2) America Invents Act Considerations; and 
3) final day resources. This course accommodates students who want to pursue a 
career in intellectual property law and prepare to take the patent bar. A technical 
background is required. Prerequisite for the course is “Patent Bar Preparation 
Part 1” and “Patent Bar Preparation Part 2.”

Patent Claim Drafting: In this course we will be drafting a full claim set. These 
steps will start from understanding an invention disclosure all the way through 
drafting an entire application. We will focus on how to develop a foundation and 
road map for an application so you can draft with intention to create a cohesive 
patent application. By the end of the course, you will have written a patent 
application from scratch. The goal is to draft in a manner that you can replicate 
for any patent application and any invention disclosure.

Patent Clinic (3 units): The course focuses on giving you as much practical 
experience in intellectual property as possible. You will be assigned a mentor and 
clients to whom you will provide services (client counseling, searching, 
application drafting, office actions). The Clinic experience includes Saturday 
training sessions that will include training directly by the US Patent and 
Trademark Office. A technical background is required for participation with the 
patent clinic.
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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS CONT.
Patent Monetization Strategies: The course contains three main modules, 
including: 1) review of forums available for patent monetization (Federal, State, 
ITC); 2) prosecution strategies to be deployed before and/or during litigation; and 
3) litigation strategies to maximize value (including to reduce risk of inter‐partes 
review).

Patent Prosecution Skills Part 1: The course contains six main modules, 
including: (1) a brief history of patents; (2) an overview of the U.S. Patent system; 
(3) the mechanics of drafting a patent application, including claim drafting; (4) the 
process of prosecuting a patent application post filing, including making 
amendments to the claims, specification, and drawings, and filing a terminal 
disclaimer; (5) 35 U.S.C. § 101; and (6) 35 U.S.C. § 112. This course accommodates 
students who want to pursue a career in patent law.

Patent Prosecution Skills Part 2: The course focuses primarily on 35 U.S.C. § 
102, dealing with the novelty requirement of patent prosecution. This course 
accommodates students who want to pursue a career in patent law.

Patent Prosecution Skills Part 3: The course focuses primarily on 35 U.S.C. § 
103, dealing with the non‐obvious requirement of patent prosecution. This 
course accommodates students who want to pursue a career in patent law.

Trademark Clinic (3 units): The course focuses on giving you as much practical 
experience in intellectual property as possible. You will be assigned a mentor and 
clients to whom you will provide services (client counseling, searching, 
application drafting, office actions). The Clinic experience includes Saturday 
training sessions that will include training directly by the US Patent and 
Trademark Office. 
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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS CONT.
Trademark Prosecution (2 units): This course provides students with practical 
information in trademark prosecution practice. Students will learn the 
fundamentals of trademark practice, notably strategies used to overcome
trademark refusals issued during a trademark's examination. Students will also 
gain experience performing clearance searches, drafting goods/service, ID's, and 
cease and desist letters.

Working with Inventors: In this course, we will be exploring how to develop 
meaningful and long-lasting relations with both clients and other practitioners. 
Communication is such a critical part to any human relationship, and its 
complexity is only amplified when discussing technical information. In particular, 
we will focus on how to identify different personas you may interact with 
throughout your career. We will delve into the nuances of communications and 
expectations between the different personas. These discussions are structured 
so that you will feel comfortable and confident speaking with both practitioners 
and clients.

Find our more about Lincoln Law’s
Intellectual Property Studies

(408) 977-7227 

admissions@lincolnlawschool.edu 

384 S Second Street, San Jose, CA 95113


